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command of the allied armies had brought about a deep
dissent between them.1

Therefore when the winter of 1795-6 came on, the
Sardinians stayed in Piedmont, Colli's army between
Ceva, Hondovi, and Cherasco. The Austrian army, beaten
at Loano, had withdrawn into Lombardy, where it had
taken up its winter quarters, leaving the Piedmontese
alone in touch with the French

In the spring of 1796, Beauheu had been appointed
Commander-m-Chief of the Austrian army, Colli had
kept the command of the Sardinian army.

Piedmont had claimed the direction of operations and
tried to push the Austnans into Savoy. The claim had
met with a refusal The Empeior had even refused to
engage his troops further than the Tanaro, but the
Sardinian army was no longer under an Austrian general.
In consequence, the Piedmontese, conforming themselves
to the theories of the time, were content with holding
their frontiers and covering their capital, they icsted
their line of operations on Turin

"They expected but small results from their small
efforts," writes Clause wit z

" It was a mistake to assume that, in order to cover
Turin, one had to stand astride of the road leading to that
town; the armies united at Dpgo would have covered
Turin, because they would have stood on the flank of
the road leading to that town" (Napoleon)2

1 For instance, a Sardinian staff officer wrote

"The Piedmontese had a growing belief that von Wins (who had
succeeded Beauheu m the command of the Austrian army) had never
intended anything more than covering the access to Lombardy, keep-
ing the French at a distance from himself and throwing them hack
on Piedmont, in compliance with the miserable policy of the Germans
in the old wars

" Others went so far as to believe that ?on Wins had not regretted
to see a general he disliked embark upon an enterprise which apparently
was a doubtful one, as von Wins had never consented to give a definite
order about it The commander of the Piedmontese army had, from
the start of the campaign, been unceasingly submitted to a thousand
petty vexations on the part of the commander-m chief The kind of
indignity to which he was reduced, after the war council in Massuco,
made his feehngs atill more bitter. General von Wins enjoined him
on that occasion not to move any troops until further orders, and
thus kept his hands tied until the middle of October "

* In 1870, the contingents of Southern Germany, united in the
Palatinate with the Northern forces, covered Southern Germany more
efficiently than if they had established themselves on the very borders
of their respective States.